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SUMMARY 
A neotype  is  designated  for Doylaimoides limnophilus (de  Man,  1880). Doylaimoides riparius Andrassy,  1962  is  considered 
identical  with  it.  Two  new  species  are  described. Do ylaimoides ariasae n. sp. (Spain)  is  about 2 mm long, the  tail  is  elongate,  the 
female  is  didelphic. It differs  from D.  lepidus in  length  of  body  and  spicules  and  in  the  offset lip  region;  from D. lepturu in  being 
much  less  slender  and  having  a  shorter  tail  (relatively  and  absolutely). Morasia postmontana n.  sp.  (Netherlands)  is  characterized 
by  relatively  long  tail  (c'  over 3), males  have  seven to  nine  ventromedian  supplements.  Females  cannot  be  distinguished  from  those 
of Do ylaimoides micoletzkyi. 
RESUME 
Observations sur la systématique de quelques  espèces de Do ylaimoididae (Nemata : Do ylaimida) 
Un néotype  est  désigné  pour Do ylaimoides limnophilus (de  Man,  1880),  avec qui D. ripariushdrassy, 1962  est  considéré  comme 
identique.  Deux  nouvelles  espèces  sont  décrites. Doylainzoides ariasae n.  sp.  (Espagne)  est  long  d'environ 2 mm, la queue  est 
allongée  et  la  femelle  didelphique.  Il  diffère : i) de D.  lepidus par la longueur  du  corps,  celle  des  spicules,  et  par  la  région  labiale 
séparée du reste  du  corps, ii) de D. leptura par  le  corps  notablement  moins  fin  et  la  longueur,  relative  et  absolue,  plus  faible  de  la 
queue. Morasia postmontana n.  sp.  (Pays-Bas)  est  caractCrisé  par  une  queue  relativement  longue  (c' supérieur à 3) et  des  mâles 
présentant  sept à neuf  suppléments  ventro-médians;  les  femelles  ne  peuvent  être  distinguées  de  celles  de Do y aimoides micoletzkyi. 
The status of Doylainzus  limnophilus de  Man, 1880 
has not yet been settled, especially with regard to its 
relation to Doylainzoides riparius Andrassy, 1962. To 
solve the problem, newly collected specimens, among 
which some topotypes, were examined. 
Soi1 samples collected in  Spain by Dr M. Arias at  the 
locality  where Gadea (1954) had found D.  limnophilus 
yielded a new species of Doylaimoides which is de- 
scribed. 
In 1980 1 found near Wageningen a species the 
females of which are indistinguishable from those of 
Doylaimoides micoletzkyi (de  Man, 1921); the males, 
however,  have a  different  shape so that  the species must 
be placed in  the genus Morasia Baqri & Jairajpuri, 1969. 
This species  is  also  described. 
Status of Dorylaimus  limnophilus de  Man, 1880 
and designation of a neotype 
(Figs 1, 2 A-C) 
Among the new species described (1880) and illu- 
strated (1884) by de Man from the Netherlands was 
Dorylaimus limnophilus. The type specimens are lost 
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(Loof, 1961). The species has since been reported from 
many countries, but several descriptions obviously refer 
to  other species, and some others merely repeat de Man's 
description; only de  Man (1885), Imamura (1931), and 
Coomans and  Geraert (1962) described new material. 
Because of the elongate female tail (the male  is 
unknown) and the mono-opisthodelphic female genital 
system,  Andrassy  (1959) transferred  the species to Thor- 
nenema. However, in this genus  the lip region  is  amal- 
gamated, rounded, sclerotized, and  the pharynx widens 
about halfway. 1 pointed out (1964) that shape of lip 
region and odontostyle, and  the  far posterior widening of 
the pharynx were typical for  the  genus Doylaimoides 
Thorne & Swanger,  1936, and consequently transferred 
D. litnnophilus to that genus, an action with which 
Andrassy (1965) agreed. 1 also pointed out the great 
similarity between D. limnophilus and D. riparius An- 
drassy,  1962;  since Andrassy considered D.  limnophilus 
a species of Thornenema at  that ime, he did not  compare 
D.  riparius with it. 
In their revision of Do  ylaimoides Goseco, Ferris and 
Ferris (1976) kept the two species separate on account of 
two features : i)pharyngeal  bulb  offset by constriction in 
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D. riparius, not so in D. limnophilus; ii) anterior uterine 
branch absent in D. riparius, present in D. limnophilus. 
A third difference could be found in the terminus : 
narrowly rounded and dorsally recurved in D. riparius, 
pointed and straight in D. limnophilus. Again, for D. 
limnophilus the  authors based  themselves upon  de 
Man’s description and illustrations, not having seen 
specimens  themselves. 
The Wageningen nematode collection contains a rich 
material of this group. Part of the material (from 
Switzerland, banks of Morges River) was used by 
Goseco, Ferris and Ferris (1976) and identified as D. 
riparius. Most of the eighteen females from this locality 
had the pharyngeal bulb offset by a constriction (Fig. 1, 
C), in a few this was absent (Fig. 1, DE). In most 
specimens  some uterine tissue is present on  the anterior 
side of the vagina, in some this extends to a short branch 
up to 23 pm long (Fig. 1, HJ). In fact, Andrassy’s  (1962), 
Figure 3, B, shows the same. The  terminus was narrowly 
rounded in al1 specimens and mostly  recurved  dorsad, 
occasionally ventrad or laterad. The dimensions are : 
L = 1.19 mm (1.06-1.34 mm, SD = 64 pm); a = 35 
(33-39, SD = 1.9); b = 5.7 (5.1-6.1, SD = 0.28); c = 
10 (9-12, SD = 0.8); V = 30 (28-32, SD = 1.2); C’ = 
6.1  (5.5-6.7, SD = 0.33);  tail length = 114 pm 
(103-123 pm, SD = 5.7 pm); total spear length about 
21-24 pm. Eggs (n = 8) : 91-135 x 22-33 pm. 
Among the collection material are also three females 
(dimensions see Table 1) collected in moist meadows 
near Wassenaar and Voorschoten,  close to Leiden which 
is, according to de Man’s  notebook,  one of the two type 
localities, the other being the Island of Walcheren. . 
The Voorschoten specimen (nr 1) has a very short 
anterior uterine branch, one of the Wassenaar ones 
none, in the third its presence  or absence could not be 
decided  owing to  the presence of a large  egg. Terminus 
narrowly rounded, dorsad recurved in nr 2 (Fig. 1, K), 
more laterad in nr 1 and  nr 3. The pharyngeal bulb is 
offset by a constric’fion in al1 three specimens (Fig. 1, 
BF). 
Table 1 
Dimensions of topotypes  and of types 
of Do ylaimoides limnophilus 
nr 1 nr 2 nr 3 de Man, 
1880 
L 1.10  mm 1.20 mm 1.20 mm 1.3 mm 
a  32 35 38 30-35 
b 5.7 5.5 5.7 5-6 
C 9.6 10.2 9.8 10-11 
C‘ 6.1 5.9 6.2 4.5-5.0 
V 31  32 29  33 
tail 114 p 118 pm 122  pm  118-13Opm 
Ph- 191 pm 219 pn 209 pm 
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Specimens with an acute terminus have  never  been 
found,  and in fact de Man’s  (1884) figure 130 b shows 
a narrowly rounded terminus. The specimens described 
by Coomans  and  Geraert (1962) also have a narrowly 
rounded  terminus;  three of the  four females put  at my 
disposal  by Geraert have a short anterior uterine branch; 
two show a constriction in the pharynx. In one female 
the tail end is almost straight, in  one bent dorsad, in one 
bent dorsolaterad, in one laterad. 
1 conclude that D. riparius Andrassy,  1962  is a junior 
synonym of D. limnophilus (de Man, 1880).  Female nr 2 
mentioned above  is  herewith  designated neotype of D. 
limnophilus; slide W T  2564 of the  nematode collection 
of Wageningen Agricultural University.  Females 1 and 
3 are designated neoparatypes; slides W T  2565 and 
2566. 
DESCRIPTION OF TOPOTYPES 
Body curved ventrad except  distal part of tail  which is 
bent dorsad or laterad. Cuticle with fine transverse striae 
which are best visible in  the neck  region and  on  the tail; 
its thickness about 1.5  pm, increasing to 4.5 pn on  the 
tail  base. Lip region offset by  depression, low, angular, 
with large papillae. Odontostyle walls diverging post- 
eriorly. The ventral side of the odontostyle is 4 pm long, 
the dorsal side  8-9  pm. Total spear length is  21-23  pm. 
The  odontophore is bent angularly on  the ventral side 
anteriorly. The pharyngeal bulb is 59-66 pm long or 
28-31 O/o of total neck length. Vulva  transverse,  vagina 
with thick walls (5 pm). The neotype bears an egg, 
106 x 26  pm,  very anteriorly located so that it pushes 
the vagina anteriad. One other specimen  has an egg of 
92 x 27 pm. No sperm. Prerectum 89-104 pm long 
(n = 2) or 5-6 anal body  diameters. Distal part of tail 
curved dorsad or laterad; in the latter case the  curvature 
may escape attention  under low magnification and  the 
distal part of the tail  may then appear straight. These 
specimens conform very  well to  the description of 
Goseco, Ferris and Ferris (1976) of D. riparius and of 
Coomans  and  Geraert (1  962). 
LITERATURE REPORTS ON D. LIMNOPHILUS 
- De  Man (1885) reported one female from Central 
Germany.  His description shows that  the identifica- 
tion was correct. 
- Von Daday (1897) reported D. limnophilus from 
Hungary. His only  specimen  had a body length of 
3.31 mm and  thus certainly  belongs to  another 
species, probably even in a different genus. 
- Filipjev  (1930) reported the species from  the  Gulf of 
Finland. His only (juvenile) female had V = 48. 
Since no  further description was given, we cannot 
assume  that this specimen is D. limnophilus, the less 
so as the male was illustrated with a lip region rind 
odontostyle not resembling Do ylaimoides at all. 
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Fig.  1. Dorylaimoides limnophilus females. A : Head  end  (lateral  view); B-E : Pharyngeal  bulbs; F-1 : Vulva  regions; J-L : Tails. 
(A, C, K : neotype; B, 1 : neoparatypes;  remainder  specimens  from  Switzerland,  identified  as D. riparius by.Goseco,  Ferris  and 
Ferris, 1976). 
- Liebermann (1928) reeorted one female from the - Brakenhoff  (1914)  reported one female from North- 
Moldau River.  Czechoslovakia.  She  gave no descrip- ern Germany, but he  did not describe or illustrate it. - 
tion and  no illustrations; OnlY the demanian indexes - Mavlyanov (1973) report& the species from  UzbeE- 
except V. Body length $1.97 mm) and index b (4, 
thus pharynx length almost 500 Pm) indicate that 
stan, but gave no description or illustrations. 
this specimen  was not D. limnophilus. - Tulaganov (1949) (cited after  Tulaganov  and Usma- 
- Imamura (1931) reported specimens from Japan. nova,  1978) found one female in Uzbekistan; since 
Thev were  somewhat smaller (0.98-1.21 mm) but the V = 45 this certainly does not belong to D. limnophi- l . . .  
indixes  and illustration suggest that they were in- 
deed D. linanophilus. 
LUS. 
- Tulaganov  and Usmanova  (1978)  again  reported the 
Revue Nématol. 13 (2) : 161-1 70 (1990) 163 
P. A. A. Loof 
Fig. 2.- Habitus  photographs of : A-C Do ylaimoides Ii?nnophilus (A : neotype;  B-C : neoparatypes); D-F D. ariasae n.  sp. (D, E : 
females; F : male); G-H Morasia pastnzontana n. sp. (G : female;  H : male). 
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species from Uzbekistan;  they  gave (apart  from  the 
data from Tulaganov,  1949)  only  measurements 
taken from Andrassy (1959) and the illustrations 
from  de  Man (1884), so that  the identity of their own 
specimens  remains uncertain. 
Gadea (1954)  reported the species from  the Sierra 
Segundera, Zamora, Spain. The material is appar- 
ently lost (Arias, in litt. June 1, 1987). He found two 
males and thirteen females. Unfortunately he did  not 
give a detailed description. The females had L = 
1.2-1.5 mm, c = 11-12 and V = 35, which  conforms 
reasonably well. The male  had  a short  rounded tail 
(c = 64) and ten supplements. Until  the material is 
re-examined we cannot  be sure that  the males are D .  
limnophilus; if  they  are, the species would  have to be 
transferred  to the genus Morasia, but  the female tail 
is quite unlike the tail shapes found  in  that  genus 
and  the odontostyle is much wider. Dr. M. Arias sent 
me some soi1 samples from  the region  where Gadea 
had collected his material. Unfortunately, D. limno- 
philus was not  found. The samples  contained some 
male  dorylaims  with short round tail and  ten  sup- 
plements, but these belonged to Mesodoylaimus. 
Thus  the male of D. limnophilus is not known with 
certainty and 1 keep the species in the genus D o y -  
lainloides. Arias' material did contain a  species  of this 
genus, but this is an unknown one, which is de- 
scribed hereunder as D. ariasae n. sp. 
D. limnophilus is thus known with certainty from 
Holland,  Belgium,  Germany,  Switzerland and  Hungary; 
Our collection also contains specimens from Italy. Prob- 
ably it occurs also in Spain and Japan. Thome and 
Swanger  (1936) mention several  more references by  von 
Daday and one by Rahm, but these papers were not 
available. 
Dorylaimoides am'asae n. sp. 
(Figs 2 D-F, 3) 
DIMENSIONS 
Fe?nales(n = 4) : L = 1.82-2.26 mm; a = 36-42;  b = 
7.0-9.3; c = 13-14; c' = 5.2-6.2; tail = 138-156 pm; 
V = 38-40; spear = 25-29 pm; pharyngeal bulb = 
73-75 pm  or 26-30 O/O of  pharynx length; G-1 = 10-16; 
G-2 = 13-16; anal body diameter = 25-29 pm; pre- 
rectum = 152-209 pm or 5.3-7.9 x anal body diam.; 
pharynx = 242-284 pm. 
Female, holotype : L = 1.99 mm; a = 40; b = 7.0; 
c = 13; c' = 5.2; tail = 150 pm; V = 39; G-1 = 10; 
G-2 = 13; spear = 29 pm; pharynx = 284 pm; 
pharyngeal bulb = 75  pm; anal body  diameter = 
29 pm;  prerectum = 152 pm  or 5.3 x anal body  diam. 
M a l e ( n  = 1) :L = 2.18mm;a = 39;b = 7 . 1 ; ~  = 
17; c' = 4.1; tail = 127 Pm; VD = 51; G-1 = 11; 
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G-2 = 13; spear = 31  pm; pharynx = 308 pm; 
pharyngeal bulb = 82  pm = 27 O/o of pharynx length; 
anal body  diameter 31 pm; prerectum = 230 p; 
spicules = 56 pm. 
DESCRIPTION 
Adults : Body weakly curved ventrad. Cuticle com- 
posed of three layers, its total thickness 2.5  pm, increas- 
ing  to 8 pm on tail base; with  very fine transverse striae. 
No distinct body  pores observed. Lateral chords  narrow, 
1/9-1/11 of body width. Lip region  rounded, offset by 
slight depression; the anterior part of the body  is often 
twisted so that the lip region appears strongly offset. 
Lips amalgamated, sensillae not protruding. Amphid 
aperture 10  pm  wide or almost equal  to corresponding 
body  width.  Odontostyle 8 pm ventrally, 15 pm  dorsally. 
The nerve ring surrounds  the pharynx at 39-47 O/o of its 
length from head end. Pharyngeal bulb  not offset by 
constriction. Cardia  small, indistinct. 
Female : Vulva  probably circular or wide  oval.  Vagina 
one-half of body width deep. Genital branches two, 
symetrical, opposed and reflexed. Uteri packed with 
sperm. One intra-uterine egg measures 120 x 42 pm. 
The hyaline distal part of the tail is  8-12 pm long. Tail 
conoid first, then cylindrical to narrowly  rounded, dor- 
Sad bent terminus. One subdorsal pair of caudal papillae 
a short distance behind the anus, one lateral pair further 
posterior. 
Male : Testes two, dorylaimid. Spicules dorylaimid, 
slender, curved; lateral guiding pieces indistinct. Apart ." 
from  the adanal pair there are nine  rather evenly spaced' 
ventromedian supplements occupying  a  space of 
171 pm; the posterior one lying 23  pm anterior to  the 
adanal pair, the latter 14 pm anterior to the cloaca1 
aperture. The prerectum measures  230 pm  and extends 
to 52 pm anterior to  the anterior supplement.  Tail shape 
as in  the female. 
TYPE MATEIUAL 
Holotypk : Female on slide WT 265  1 in  the nematode 
collection of Wageningen Agricultural University, 
Wageningen, Netherlands. 
Paratypes :Three females and  one male on slides WT 
2652-2653. 
TYPE HABITAT AND LOCALJ'IY 
Freshwater, Charca, Sierra Segundera, province of 
Zamora, Spain, Collected July 1987 by Dr. M. Arias, 
after whom it is  named. 
DIAGNOSIS AND RELATIONSHIP 
Doylaimoides of about 2 mm body length, tail 
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Fig. 3. Do yluimoides unmue n. sp. A : Head  end of female (sublateral view); B : Head  end of male (median view); C : Pharyngeal 
bulb; D : Female,  vulva  and  posterior  genital  branch; E, F : Female tails; G : Male, posterior part of body. 
elongate (c' = over 5 in the female), female didelph, 
male with nine ventromedian supplements, spicule 
length 56 pm. 
D. ariasaen. sp.  resembles D. ZepidusTimm, 1964 and 
D. leptura Siddiqi, 1965 through tail  shape, paired 
female genital branches and nine supplements in the 
male. It differs from D. lepidus in being much longer 
(1.82-2.26 mm 'us 1.26-1.79 mm in female, 2.18 mm 'us 
1.51-1.59 mm in male), in the shape of the lip region 
(offset by depression 'us continuous) and in spiculum 
length (56 pm 'us 35-42 Pm). From D. leptura it can be 
distinguished by the  much less slender body  (a = 36-42 
'us 57-65), lower index c' (female 5.2-6.2 'us 7.4-10.6), 
shorter tail (female 138-156 pm 'us 154-209 pm, male 
127 pm 'us 146-149 pm), more anterior vulva (38-40 'us 
40-44) and longer  spicules (56 pm 'us 32-33 Pm). 
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Morasia postmontana n.  sp. 
(Fig. 2G-H, 4) 
DIMENSIONS 
See Table 2 and  3. 
Table 2 
Morasia postmontana n.  sp.  Dimensions of juveniles 























5 5 8 
0.73 1 .O2  1.27 
-0.94 mm -1.06 mm -1.43 mm 
32-35 32-42 40-47 
3.9-5.3 4.9-5.3 5.9-6.6 
11-15 13-14 16-19 
3.5-4.7 3.9-4.7 3.5-4.2 
62-78 pm 73-81 pn 66-88 pm 
180-196pm195-218pn210-234pm 
7.0-7.8 pm 7.7-8.6 pm 7.7-8.8 pn 
22-26 pn 25-32 pm 28-34 prn 
14-18 pm 18-19 prn 19-22 pm 
Table 3 
Morasia postmontana n.  sp.  Dimensions of adults 
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3.6  (3.1-4.2) 
41 (39-43) 
13  (10-17) 
14 (10-18) 
80 pm (64-91) 
223 pm 
9-10 pm 
38 pm (35-42) 
136 pm 
(205-241) 


































Adults : Body of female curved into C- or J-shape; in 
the male the  anterior  part is nearly straight, the posterior 
strongly curved ventrad. Body tapering anteriad until 
the lip region is one-third or  slightly  less than body width 
at base of pharynx. Cuticle with very fine transverse 
striae, without distinct layering; its thickness 2 pn, 
increasing to 4.5 pn on female tail. Lateral chord 1/7 to 
1/10 of body width, with cell-like bodies resembling 
those of trichodorids; possibly the cc glandular bodies ” 
described for M. dimorphicauda and M. parva are such 
cells. Lip region flattened-hemispherical, offset by shal- 
low constriction, but in many specimens the anterior end 
is twisted into  submedian position and the lip region 
appears offset  more  strongly. Inner labial  sensillae 
protruding slightly, outer labial and cephalic  ones not. 
Amphid aperture 7-8 pm wide. Guiding ring distinct, 
single, located 5.5-6.0 pm from  anterior end of body. 
Odontostyle shaped as in  the  genus Doylaimoides, its 
length ventrally 6.9  pm,  dorsally  11-14  pm. Total spear 
length 24-26  pm. The nerve ring surrounds  the pharynx 
at 44-46 O/O of its length  from head end. The pharynx 
widens at 64-72 O/o of its length, the bulb in some 
specimens  being offset by a slight constriction; its length 
70 pm (57-80). Cardia 7-1 1 pm long,  9-11 pm wide. 
Female :Vulva a transverse slit  12-13 pm long.  Vagina 
one-half  body  width  deep,  thick-walled. Genital bran- 
ches two, opposed,  reflexed. Uteri undifferentiated, 
swollen and filled with sperm, but in unfertilized fe- 
males  they  are  more slender. Eggs (n = 4) : 96-110 x 
30-33  pm. Tail  first  apering dorsally,  second  half 
cylindrical, terminus  rounded; cuticle on  terminus not 
thickened (2-3  pm). One lateral caudal pair of pores one 
anal body diameter behind anus. 
Male .- Testes two, dorylaimid. Spicules dorylaimid, 
37-44  Pm long along axis, lateral guiding pieces straight, 
tapering distally, 8-9 pm long. Ventromedian supple- 
ments : 7 (n = 3), 8 (n = 4)  or 9 (n = 4). The  prerectum 
extends to 59 pm (44-72) anterior to anterior supple- 
ment. Tail slightly curved ventrad, plump conoid  with 
broadly rounded terminus. A conspicuous subdorsal 
pair of pores and a lateral pair halfway on the tail. 
Position of supplements see Table 4. 
JuveniZes : Tail shape as in female. The replacement 
odontostyle lies  with the  tip  at level of posterior end of 
odontophore in the J-1 far backward in the other stages. 
Table 4 
Morasia postmontana n.  sp.  Position of supplements 
n Sl-SX mean S,-cloaca  S,-cloaca 
distance 
Pz = 7 3 122-127 pn ‘21 pm 34-43 pn 157-170 pm 
Pz = 8 2 132-140 pn 19 pm 26-35 pm 158-175 pm 
Pz = 9 2 136-146 pm 18 pm 30-32 pm 168-176 pm 
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Fig. 4. Morasiu pomnontunu n. sp. A : Head  end  (lateral  view); B : Pharyngeal  bulb; C : Female,  vulva  and  anterior  genital  branch; 
D, E : Female  tails; F : Male,  posterior  part of body. 
TYPE MATERIAL manyegyetem,  Budapest, H u n g q ;  Purdue University, 
Holotme : Female on slide WT 2590, collection of Johannesburg, south ~ f ~ ~ ~ .  
Agricultural University, Wageningen. Paratypes : six 
females and six males on slides W T  2591-2600, same TYPE HABITAT AND LocALITy 
collection; one female and one male deposited at : 
Institut voor Dierkunde, Rijksuniversiteit, Gent, Bel- Moist ditch bank  overgrown with grasses,  Achterberg, 
gium; USDA,  Beltsville,  USA; Eotvos Lorand Tudo- three miles  wesr  of  Wageningen, Netherlands. The 
Lafayette, USA and Randse Afrikaanse Universiteit, 
Species of Dorylainsoididae 
specific name is derived from the name of the village 
post montem ”). 
DIAGNOSIS AND RELATIONSHIP 
M.  postmontana n. sp. is characterized by  body length 
1.3-1.7 mm; V = 39-43; long female tail (c = 16-22, 
c‘ = 3.1-4.2), female tail with cylindrical distal part; 
spicules 37-44 pm long,  ventromedian  supplements 7-9. 
The female of M.  postmontana n. sp. differs from M .  
parva Ahmad & Jairajpuri, 1984  by rounded tail termi- 
nus and cylindrical distal part of the tail; from M .  
rhabdotus (Kreis, 1930)  by  absence  of distinct cuticular 
layering,  longer  body and  anterior vulva position; from 
M. dimorphicauda Baqri & Jairajpuri, 1969 by vulva 
position and c‘, from M. bengalensis Jana & Baqri,  1981 
by  vulva position, c’ and longer  tail.  Males differ from 
M .  bengalensis by higher supplement number (7-9 vs 
5-6), from M .  parva and M .  dimorphicauda by tail 
shape, from M .  rhabdotus by L, c‘ and spicule length. 
Females of M. postmontana n. sp. cannot be distin- 
guished from those of Doylaimoides  micoletzkyi. Eur- 
opean  specimens of the latter species have  a shorter and 
plumper tail (c’ = 2.9-3.2) but Goseco, Ferris and Ferris 
(1976) reported specimens from  the USA  with c’ up to 
4.5 (their Fig. 8 V). 
&iMARKS 
Baqri and Jairajpuri (1969) erected a new generic 
name, Morasia, for species similar to Doylainzoides in 
general morphology, but differring in  the sexual  dimor- 
phism of the tail. At present Morasia contains four 
species : M. bengalensis, M .  dimorphicauda (type spe- 
cies), M .  parva and M .  rhabdotus. The last species  was 
described from China, the others from India. 
This generic distinction is identical to  that between 
Prodo ylaimus Andrassy,  1959 and Laimydorus Siddiqi, 
1969 : in  both pairs of genera  females  cannot  be identi- 
fied to genus. Moreover, in Doylaimoides as  well as in 
Prodoylaimus species have been described in which 
males are unknown (Goseco, Ferris & Ferris, 1976; 
Loof,  1985), so that there is no logical  basis for assigning 
these species to Prodo y la imus  or Laimydorus, respect- 
ively Doylaimoides or Morasia. In both pairs  of  genera 
the juvenile stages of both sexes have tails similar to 
those of females; the male tail changes its shape during 
the final moult. The difference between Thornenema 
Andrassy,  1959 and Sicaguttur Siddiqi, 1971 is a third 
case. 
The difference is  easy to obsenre and  to use  as  key 
character. However, as 1 pointed out  in 1983,  a conspic- 
uous character need not a priori be a findamental one. 
Coomans and Carbone11  (1988) questioned the validity 
of this character, and the finding of  a  species of Morasia 
in Western Europe reinforces this doubt. 
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